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Double Issue—Fall 1997 
Although not the 1980s again for the 


A when the system was extended and expanded 

in all directions, the MBTA is working steadily on a 
number of improvements. For example: 
* South Boston Piers Transitway—Service to the 
South Boston waterfront, using electric or alternative- 
fuel buses, is in design and is expected to open in 2003. 
* Washington Street Replacement—Ten years af- 
ter the elevated Orange Line closed and 20 years after 
planning to replace the el began, design of a bus 
system, the "Silver Line," is underway. Service may 
begin in 2000. The bus eventually will connect to the 
South Boston Piers service underground at Boylston. 
* North Shore bus service— New North Shore ex- 
press buses were initiated in the fall. The new routes (nos. 
448, 449 and 459) more or less replace several Haymarket 
buses. The new routes avoid Haymarket construction 
and take advantage of the Ted Williams Tunnel. The 
new routes service the Downtown Crossing area. 
* North Station— Construction continues to replace 
the elevated Green Line at the Fleet Center. The Green 
Line will be connected to an existing tunnel segment 
under the parking garage. A combined Orange Line- 
Green Line platform will be built at North Station and 
the elevated tracks will be gone by 2002. 
* Arborway bus—Restoration of streetcar service to 
Forest Hills has been dropped in favor of alternative- 
fuel articulated buses that will carry over 60 people 
seated. Concurrence from federal officials to use ar- 
tuculated buses is required. 
* Blue Line platform lengthening — To allow for six- 
car trains, a $500 million project to lengthen platforms was 
initiated. It was expected that construction would be 
complete in time to handle more riders during Central 
Artery construction. However, several stations have not 
been modernized (Government Center, State, Aquarium, 
Maverick, Airport and Orient Heights), restricting the 
Blue Line to four-car trains, probably until 2004. 

And something that's no longer happening is the East 
Boston Ferry. Ridership was too low to sustain the 
service, sO it was discontinued in November. 


Central Artery Parcels—Boston 
2000, a group organized by Move Mass. 
2000 and the Artery Business Committee 
(ABC) and staffed by consultant F. R. Harris 
and many volunteers, recently issued a draft 
40-page report on development, open space 
and operation of the 27 acres opened up after 
demolition of the elevated Central Artery (sched- 
uled for 2005). The report basically reaf- 
firms the 1991 Boston 2000 plan and its 
requirement for 75 percent open space. 
However, in a twist, buildings and facili- 


ties open to the public will count as open 
space — including the Massachusetts Horti- 
cultural Society's buildings and gardens 
proposed for the Dewey Square area. 

The report points out that the capital costs 
($20 million-$40 million) and operating costs 
($2 million—$4 million) of the open space are 
potentially a serious financial problem. Origi- 
nally, city and state officials hoped that devel- 
opments on some parcels would provide 
money to pay for the open space, but it is now 
clear that the costs and limitations of building 


over the depressed Artery will not allow any 
surplus cash. In fact, building on certain par- 
cels, such as those over ramps, may require 
subsidies to get any development at all. 
Controversial elements of the report in- 
clude calling for an entity that would be totally 
responsible for overseeing the implementation 
of the plan. Also in dispute is whether a swath of 
open space, bounded by heavily traveled arte- 
nal roads, would "reknit" the city after all. 
Copies of the report are available from Move 
Mass. 2000 (695-0644) and ABC (724-3333). 













Five development teams eagerly sub- 
mitted proposals to develop the old Na- 
tional Theater site on Tremont Street next to 
the Boston Center for the Arts Cyclorama. 

Mayor Menino's Task Force for Parcel 8 
has selected two developers — Boylston 
Development Corp. and the Druker Co. — 
out of five to pursue. Final selection is ex- 
pected in the spring. The proposals include a 
mix of residential, retail and restaurant uses. 

In a strong show of commitment, the five 
proposals offered from $6 million to $12 
million to BCA as part of the proposed 
development agreements. Included are the 
cost of the building, two new theaters, as 
well as rehearsal, classroom and support 
space, plus $200,000 per year to replace park- 
ing lot income from the undeveloped lots. 





People Movers 


Para Jayasinghe is the new chief engineer at the Boston Transportation 
Department. The position had been vacant for over one year. 

Beth Rubenstein, has left Massport planning. 

Dan Beagan, from Boston MPO secretary, to Cambridge Systematics this spring. 

Bill Steffans, from MBTA, to private-sector software firm. 

Gorden King, from Massport to Rackeman Environmental Services. 

Barbara Lucas, from Lexington transportation planner, to MAPC. 

Tom Maistros, from Boston Redevelopment Authority to Partners Health Care. 

Richard Heath is leaving as GreenSpace Alliance executive director. 

Jim Lydon, from BRA director of development, to Daylor Consulting. 

Sam Park Associates consulting engineers has been acquired by Rizzo Assoc. 

Simone Auster has left The Trust for City Hall Plaza. 

Charles Smith, from Jones Payne Architects to F. R. Harris. 

Larry Fabian, formerly of Cambridge Systematics, continues to publish 
TransitPulse, a newsletter covering automated people mover issues. He is 
also a consultant to the MBTA, looking at people mover and other connec- 
tions from the Wonderland Blue Line station to a new commuter rail stop. 

Cathleen Douglas Stone has resigned as chief environmental officer for Boston. 

Andrea D'Amato, from executive director of Move Mass. 2000, to chief 
environmental officer for the City of Boston. 

Marc Webb is back at Webb Associates full time, building a practice in real 

estate advisory services, brokerage and development. 
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@} The City of Boston is proceeding with 
plans for the design and construction of a plaza 
in front of the Boston Public Library. The plan 
is to create a plaza with planters at the library on 
Dartmouth Street by eliminating the northbound 
lanes of Dartmouth Street between Boylston and 
Blagden streets. The design and soft cost is 
estimated at $256,000, funded by the City, with 
construction estimates at $500,000, and fully 
one-half —$250,000—is for signal improve- 
ments for pedestrians and vehicles. 

The project is to be funded with transporta- 
tion dollars through ISTEA because it will 
improve pedestrian and vehicular circulation. 
Design team is Bayside Engineering and 
Walker-Kleussing, landscape architects. Fi- 
nal design expected in spring/summer 1998. 
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Frank Foley of the North End read a sturming "letter" 
at a City Council hearing opposing the proposed pedes- 
trian bridge over Congress Street. Penned by Sam 
Adams, a son of liberty, the letter states his reasons for 
opposing the bndge. Following are excepts. 

"Distinguished members of the City Council 
and my friends, the citizens of Boston. It has come 
to my attention that a group has proposed a pedes- 
tnan bridge from City Hall Plaza to my beautiful 
park, the park which the City has just spent $1 
million dollars refurbishing in 1995-6. 

I want to make it abundantly clear that the only 
bridge I was ever in favor of is the one in CON- 
CORD. Abigail has told me that this bndge will be 
an unsafe crossing for her and her female friends, 
especially in the dark. The late night rowdies from 
the 15 taverns in Faneuil Hall/Quincy Market pose 
a threat to these women. They will have no place to 
escape to! 

Additionally, she says that each tavem owner has 
told her that hooligans on Thursday, Friday and 
Saturday nights steal beer bottles from their premises. 
Many of the missiles will find their way onto the 
bridge. The vehicles below will inevitably become 
targets... 

My frends in Boston, I have also spoken to one 
of my very dear fnends and neighbor, hizzoner James 
Michael Curley, a 20th century "son of liberty." The 


govemor said, 

'| have always been in favor of public works 
projects. However, this one will ruin the magnifi- 
cent view of the Old State House, especially when 
you are sitting in my beautiful park. Therefore, |, 
too, oppose this make-work project, even if I have 
to forego my customary form of remuneration....' 

Elevator towers are something foreign to 
me. However, I spoke to another son of liberty, 
James Ous (1723-1783). He said he contacted 
his grand nephew four times removed, Mr. John 
Ous, the inventor of the elevator. 

Otis, the elevator man, questions the main- 
tenance and operation of an elevator in an ex- 
posed glass tower. He doesn't believe you can 
insulate and protect the mechanism sufficiently 
from our severe Boston weather. He is con- 
vinced this unprotected elevator will be con- 
stantly breaking down. This will defeat its own 
purpose, 1.e., moving the disabled safely from 
one level to another. 

My fnends, I apologize for not being here 
tonight. However, George Weston, Jr., summed 
it up best in his book, Boston Ways. "I was out 
here to keep an eye on the city." This is America's 
only walking city. Let us not turn the Walk-to- 
the Sea into a Gangplank-to-the Sea! 

Thank you for letting me speak in absentia!!" 


removed. 












@ Vent Building 4 on Parcel 7... When 

the vent building was onginally designed on 
the parcel behind City Hall and at the MBTA 
Haymarket station, it included parking for 
320 cars primarily to replace lost parking in 
the North End under the elevated Central 
Artery. Plans also had office and ground- 
floor retail space. 

However, when the Central Artery/Tunnel 
(CA/T) project issued a Request for Proposals 
in July for a developer to lease the vent 
building, no mention was made of the park- 
ing or other benefits for the North End. After 
strong protests from the community, CA/T 
project head and MassPike chair James 
Kerasiotes offered a number of concessions 
to the North End, including: validated park- 
ing for North End businesses; free overnight 
parking (8 :00 p.m. to 8:00 a.m.) with valid 
suckers on a first-come, first-served basis; 
free parking for valid residents during snow 
emergencies; 60 reserved parking spaces for 
residents for $200/month selected by lot- 

tery; and some donations to North End chan- 
table organizations based on garage revenue. 






























&) The legislature has finally approved 
the $700 million Convention Center in 
South Boston, overnding Acting Governor 
Cellucci's veto. To gain support from legisla- 
tors from other parts of the state, the bill 
contained another $245 million for such 
projects as a Springfield convention center 
($48.5 m) and Basketball Hall of Fame ($25 
m); Worcester Convention Center ($19 m); 
and Pittsfield Colonial Theater ($2.5 m). Four 
others could also get funds depending on the 
results of feasibility studies. 

The Boston Convention Center, located on 
60 acres in South Boston, will have 826,000 
s.f. of indoor space, underground parking for 
1,800 cars, and will cost $695 million plus 
$97.2 million in contingency funds. Approval 
is also contingent on the requirement that 
2,300 new hotel rooms be built or approved 
before December 31, 2000. 

It will be funded by up to $183 million from 
the City of Boston, $85 million in state gen- 
eral obligation bonds, which will be paid off 
from an additional 2.75 percent hotel tax in 
Boston, Cambridge, Springfield and Worces- 
ter, $2 parking fees at the convention center 
and surcharges on rental cars, sightseeing 
tours, and extra meal and sales taxes in the 
district surrounding the convention center 
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For an exceptional view of Central Artery con- 
struction, rent an apartment in the former Stop & Shop 
building on Causeway Street in the North End. Boston 
Kenmore Realty Corp. will develop the large, vacant 
building into a mixed-use residential development. The build- 
ing, adjacent to the Charlestown Bridge, is nght next to the 
Central Artery ramps and the location of the new Portal Park 
that will be built when the elevated highway ramps are 


Plans call for the addition of six floors to the existing 
building with parking in the basement and first floor. About 
240 residential units are proposed, including lofts, one- , two- 
, axd three-bedroom units. The size of the units will range from 
950 s.f. to about 1400 s.f. 

Construction is scheduled to begin mid-1998. The project 
architects are Finegold Alexander and Associates. 
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The New South Boston Seaport Master Plan, just 


released by the Boston Redevelopment Authority (BRA), is a plan 
for the undeveloped waterfront area of South Boston with a vision 
of massive development throughout (see photo of model above). A 
relatively small amount of what is shown in this "vision" plan has 
been planned and/or designed; the rest represents what the BRA 
would like to see happen. Developments already designed include 
the World Trade Center hotel (built) and office buildings (planned), 
the ventilation building for the Seaport Access Road (planned), the 
Federal Courthouse (built), the new convention center (in early 
design) and the Pritzker family and Boston Properties plans for the 
Fan Pier area (in early planning stage). 

The Master Plan breaks the area into nine sub-districts, each with 
individual characteristics. Some sub-districts are already well estab- 
lished (e.g. Fort Point Industrial, Industrial South Boston, and Indus- 
trial Port), others are at present vacant space (Fort Point Channel, 
Convention Center and its buffer zone). The proposed Convention 
Center, to be situated on Summer Street and bounded by the South 
Boston Bypass Road, D Street and Cypher Street (see page 3), will 
take up by far the largest amount of land space—60 acres—of any of 
the proposed developments. 

Provisions for "the public realm"—open space, street furniture, 
"boulevard" streets, architecture —are described at length in the 
Master Plan. One distinctive element is a proposed "Northern 
Avenue Circle" at the intersection of West Service Road where 
traffic would occupy only one side of the circle and buildings would 
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have curved facades. 

The BRA's plan is controversial for a number of reasons. In 
addition to a feeling of deja vu as development of this scale was 
considered in the mid- 1980s, the massing and height of the proposed 
development on the Fan Pier—an 880-room, 270-foot hotel at the 
water's edge, plus adjacent residential (250-300 units), plus 1.8 
million s.f. office space and 2,600 underground parking spaces — 
have drawn criticism as a violation of Chapter 91 (State Water- 
ways Law) and for excluding the public with its essentially non- 
public uses. 

Much-touted views from the South Boston waterfront are also 
questionable. The new Federal Courthouse is already a massive 
barner to views of downtown Boston. The planned view corridors to 
the harbor are aligned to views of East Boston and Logan Airport — 
not downtown Boston. 


The Boston Informer 
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Inside: 


» Boston development boom: Office, condo- 
miniums, apartments 


> Hotels: A Hot Market in Boston 





What's Going on (and up!) in Boston 


25 Huntington Ave. ¢ Raymond Property Co. 
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Residential renovation/new construction with associated 
ground-floor retail and commercial space. Size: Nineteen 
stones with141 units at Huntington Avenue/Blagden Street in 
Copley Sq. Cost: $53 million. Architect: CBT. 





Lafayette Corporate Center + Patriot Games 
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Washington Street elevation 





Renovation for new retail space on Washington Street and 
upper-level office space. Three new office levels are planned. 
Size: 78,000-137,000 s.f. of retail; 483,000-518,000 s.f°, 
office. Cost: $85 million. Architect ADD Inc. 





Millennium Place + Millenium Partners 







Mixed-use with retail, residential, theaters, 325-room 
hotel, and health club. Size: 1.41 million s.f.; largest 
component is 850 apartments (820,000 s.f.). Cost: $250 
million. Architect: Gary Handel & Associates /CBT. 











Planet Hollywood 
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In addition to Planet Hollywood, a national chain of 
theme restaurants, this six-story building will have ground- 
floor retail and rental office space. Size: 35,000 s.f. 
Architect: CBT. 










South Station Air Rights ¢ TUDC of Tufts 
University and Hines Interests @ 





Possible 40-story office tower over the tracks ieraieiin 
the rear of South Station and the bus terminal. A $600- 
million dollar biomedical project designed by Elkus/ 
Manfredi, up to 750,000 s.f_, was planned in 1990. 














Suffolk University Law School 


Seven-story building for academic, administrative, con- 
ference, library, food and bookstore functions. Size: 
250,000 s.f. on Tremont Street opposite the Granary Bunal 
Ground. Under construction; to open mid-1999. Architect: 
Tsoi/Kobus & Associates 













Registry of Motor Vehicles ¢+Libesty Tree Assoc. 
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The former Sears, Roebuck building at Park Drive and 
Brookline Avenue will be transformed into a retail and 
office complex next year. The anchor will be a 16-screen, 
state-of-the-art General Cinema movie complex. Size: 700,000 
s.f. of back-office space, 80,000 s.f. cinema, 170,000 sf. retail. 
Cost: $90 million. Architect: Bruner/Cott & Associates. 


The Registry of Motor Vehicles’ retail operations, with 
150 employees, will move into the Liberty Tree Building 
in spring 1998. Shawmut Design & Construction is 
ome renovating the historic building at the comer of 

ashington and Essex streets in the old Combat Zone. Size: 
45,000 s.f. Cost: $7 million. Architect: Bergmeyer Assoc. 


New Federal Courthouse Pilot House Extension ¢ Gunwyn Co. 


It will contain 27 courtrooms and 42 judges chambers 
plus Federal Marshall's quarters and a waterfront park. 
Cost: $226 million. Architect: Pei-Cobb-Freed, NY (with 
Jung/Brannen Assoc., Boston). 


under construction. It will replace the section that bumed 
down in 1970. The six-story addition will reach Atlantic 
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Avenue. A waterfront park has already been built. Size: 
73,000 s.f. Cost: $12 million. Architect: Graham Gund. 













New England Aquarium Residences at the Colonnade ¢ Druker Co. Prudential Center 
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FOR SALE: The venerable Prudential Center, with 1.8 
million s.f. of office space; 500,000 s.f. of retail; 781 
luxury apartments; and underground parking for 2,700 
cars. Plus development approvals for 1.6 million s.f. 
Estimated value: Over $1 billion. Where "the best view of 
Boston is from the Prudential Center, because you can't 
see the Prudential Center." 


Despite lawsuits against the Druker Co. and the Boston 
Redevelopment Authority by members of the St. Botolph 
Citizens Committee, plans for 20-story, luxury apartment 
tower next to the Colonnade Hotel are proceeding, Cost: $30 
million. Size: 197 feet, 99 units. Architect’ Elkus’/Manfredi. 






Construction is well under way on a 95,000 s.f. expan- 
sion to the 27-year-old Aquarium. The plans include a 
"World of Water" with a | million-gallon ocean tank and 
habitats of various water bodies. Cost: $70 million. 
Architect: Schwartz /Silver. 










It's a Hot Hotel Market 


Hotel Mania—Boston's current hotel mar- 
ket is the strongest in the city's history, accord- 
ing the Boston Redevelopment Authority, and 
passage of the bill authorizing the convention 
center will spur development of more. Already, 
806 hotel rooms are under construction, with an- 
other 1,130 rooms approved and ready to go. 
Altogether, a total of 4,887 new hotel rooms through- 
out the city has been proposed to be built by 2008. 
Featured to the nght are just a few of Boston's 

new hotels under construction or being de- 
signed. Other hotels that have been proposed 
include: 

¢ 90 Tremont St. (former Dini's): 204 rooms to 
be developed by Fine Hotels of Wellesley (1999). 
* Bostonian Hotel, Blackstone Block: 49- 
room expansion by Regal Hotels (1998). 

* Piano Row, 140-160 Boylston St: 27] 
rooms on several parcels opposite the Boston 
Common. Heath Properties (1999). 

* Logan Airport Hilton’ a replacement for 
the Hilton taken for the Central Artery/Tunnel 
project, this 600-room hotel by Hilton Hotels 
Corporation will open in 1999. 

* Harborside Inn, now open: Hagopian Ho- 
tels has built +4 rooms in the Granite Mercan- 
tle Bldg. (185 State St.) 

¢ 89 BroadSt: 362 roms on Batterymarch Street 
by Batterymarch Boston Lid. (1998). 

¢ 15 Beacon St.: 60-room hotel for Beacon 
Hill planned by 15 Beacon Street Ltd. 

¢ Millennium Place: 325-room hotel in the 
Combat Zone planned Millenium Partners (2000). 
¢ Hyatt Pier 4: approximately 800 rooms on 
South Boston waterfront, next to the new fed- 
eral courthouse are planned by the Pritzger 
Family of Chicago (2001). 

¢ ‘City Hall Plaza: controversial 350-rooom 
hotel discussed as a catalyst for improving City 
Hall plaza. Interstate Hotels (2000). 

¢ Convention Center: 1,000 rooms are 
planned by 2003. 

...Plus at least 50 more hotels to be selected! 


Welcome to The Boston Informer! 
The goal is simple: provide concise public information on 
construction projects, planning initiatives, and whatever else 
affects living and working in Boston. Welcome to The Boston 


Informer! 


The Boston Informer is published by ATC Information, Inc., six 
limes yearly in Boston, Massachusetts. President: Anthony Casendino;: 
vice-presidents, Anne McKinnon, Chris Fincham. 


Subscribe today!! 
The Boston Informer is available by mail only. $20.00 per year 
(cheap!). To subscribe, telephone (617) 723-3584, fax (617) 437-1886 
or e-mail: 103477.556@compuserve.com. 








Seaport Hotel ¢ Fidelity & John Drew Co. 
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This 427-room, $112 million hotel at the World 
Trade Center is under construction, set to open in 
May 1998. Architect The Stubbins Associates. 
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Expansion is under construction; set to open 
June 1998. $4 million, 44-room addition to hotel 
near Prudential Center. Architect: CBT. 












Two six-story wharf buildings on Commercial Street in the North End will 
have a total of 200 hotel rooms on the lower three floors. Open fall 2000. $102 
million, including $900,000 linkage. Architect: The Architectural Team. 


University Park + Forest City & MIT 


Phase II of the University Park development off 
Massachusetts Avenue in Cambndge ts under con- 
struction and includes a 210-room hotel on Sidney 
Street. Architect: Arrowstreet. 





Park Hyatt ¢ MDA, Inc. 
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A 200-room hotel is planned for Parcel 2, the last 
Park Plaza development parcel, opposite the 
State Transportation Building at Charles Street 
South. It is scheduled to open in 2000. Architect: 
May & Pinksa. 











Average Joe's Image of the Surface Artery 
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CA/T Image of the Surface Artery 





Vision Versions—Which Will it Be? 
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Q. What is going to happen to the Old Northern 





Q. What's happening with the Boston Boulevard 





Q. What is the city going to do with the now-vacant 








You were asking... 


. Will there ever be public pedestrian access to the 


Fort Point Channel edge along the U. S. Postal 
Service's General Mail Facility? 


. It's anybody's guess. The Boston Conservation 


Commission has ordered the USPS to open the 
water side of Dorchester Avenue to public pedes- 
trians. The USPS has appealed to the Dept. of 
Environmental Protection and Commissioner 
Struhs 










Avenue Bridge? 


. At present it is closed to vehicular traffic, but open to 


pedestrians. The City has decided to stabilize the bridge 
for the short term rather that demolish it (estimated at $2 
million and would be decried by preservationists). 
Despite having anticipated its closure since the early 
1970s, Its long term future is still uncertain. 









Project, a program to redesign major streets? 


. Several of the boulevards, including part of Common- 


wealth Avenue, Cambridge Street, and Tremont Street, 
are on hold for funding reasons. Design of Hyde Park 
Avenue has just begun. 









Police Headquarters on Berkeley Street? 

State law requires that surplus property be offered first 
to public agencies, and only after agencies reject the 
property can it be sold. The federal courthouse in Post 
Office Square will undergo the same disposition pro- 
cess when the Fan Pier courthouse opens. Separately, 
Back Bay residents report an unprecedented number of 
on-street parking spaces are suddenly available since 
the Police Headquarters moved to New Tremont Street 
in Lower Roxbury. 





